
Interpreting Narrations of 
Events Witnessed: 
Relying on Location Data 
to Help Place Embedded Stories

Pablo Gervás
Universidad Complutense de Madrid

Text2Story 2025
Eighth International Workshop on Narrative Extraction from Texts,

47th European Conference on Information Retrieval,
April 10th, 2025 - Lucca, Italy



Embedded discourse



PAST NOW

STORY 
EXPERIENCED BY 

NARRATOR

PAST NOW

PAST

PAST

STORY 
WITNESSED BY 

NARRATOR

NOW

NOW



PAST

NOW (2)

NOW(1)

NOW (2)

PAST

PAST NOW(1)

NOW (1)





interpretation stack 

xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx

Segmenting Discourse into Narrative Levels
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John woke up at home and had breakfast. Then he
went to school. He had a maths class in the maths
classroom. He had lunch. He had an English class in
the English classroom. He went to the soccer field to
have soccer practice. Then he returned home. When
he got home, he told his mother how Peter had
released his pet rat in Maths class, the pet rat scared
the teacher and Peter got punished. Then he told his
mother how Mike had an accident during soccer
practice, and how the coach helped Mike, who had to
go to hospital.







Conclusions

Importance of including a construction of the physical model of the storyworld in narrative interpretation

Physical model of the storyworld can inform correct temporal placement of embedded stories with 
respect to the fabula for the frame story

Algorithm proposed is a simple baseline intended to underline the importance of the task

Possible lines of future work:

Further experiments with a wider range of examples of input stories

More refined heuristics for the task

Especially  in cases where narrator of the embedded story is witness to rather than participant in the 
events in the story.
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