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Automated Identification of
Competing Narratives in Political

Discourse on Social Media



■ Unsupervised framework to identify and analyze competing narratives in
political discourse on social media

■ Focus on German politicians’ tweets as the data source
Approach:
■ Define an unsupervised multi-stage pipeline
■ Aggregate data into coherent stories and uncover distinct perspectives of

user communities
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Objectives



April 10, 2025 • Automated Identification of Competing Narratives in Political Discourse on Social Media • Sergej Wildemann 3

Storylines

Inside a story

Example: Nuclear Power Phase Out in Germany



■ Well-separated user viewpoints validated by politicians’ party
memberships
▶ User communities align with political parties (e.g., Greens vs. AfD).

■ The framework can provide temporally/semantically coherent distinct
perspectives on diverse key social issues as shown in representative cases
▶ Energy Crisis: Communities agree on the need for relief but diverge on

solutions (government intervention vs. questioning government approach).
▶ Migration Policy: Communities frame the issue differently (economic needs

vs. security).
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Key Findings
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